Top Most Expensive Richard Mille Watches and Their Unique Features

Richard Mille watches are incredibly unique. An average watch by this watchmaker costs
significantly more than timepieces from other watchmakers. You must be a multi-
millionaire to afford the most expensive Richard Mille watches. It’s no wonder luxury

watch enthusiasts refer to Richard Mille Watches as the billionaire’s handshake. An
entry-level Richard Mille watch costs about $80,000, while some priciest models are
sold at over a million dollars.

Richard Mille’s unusual pricing policy has been one of the brand’s unique selling points
right from the onset. The watchmaker targets the richest of the rich, which is why it
stands out even in the highly saturated luxury watch segment.

But Richard Mille watches aren’t just expensive for the sake of it. Each timepiece by the
company has several remarkable features. The most expensive Richard Mille watches
are made from unique materials inspired by automotive and aeronautical engineering,
such as Carbon and titanium.

Richard Mille also frequently infuses cutting-edge features and innovative designs into
its collection. For instance, the Rafael Nadal watches are known to be incredibly
lightweight, while the RM 50-04 is renowned for its technical complexities. In this post,
we explore the top, most expensive Richard Mille watches, analyzing the unique

features that make them stand out in the market.

RM 52-01 Skull Tourbillon “Vanitas Vanitatum”
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At an incredible price of $5.7 Million, the RM 52-01 holds the record for the most
expensive Richard Mille watches sold at auction. The incredibly rare watch combines
some highly recognizable features from earlier Richard Mille watches, like the RM 052’s
skull-inspired tourbillon and the RM 56-01 signature transparency.

The timepiece has a poetic design brought to life by its evocative skull-shaped base
plate, its most striking feature. The watch’s nickname, Vanitas Vantitum, translates as
“vanity of vanities”. The design references the transience of time, encouraging its
wearer to savor every moment life offers. Richard Mille produced only 21 units of this
limited edition timepiece; the most expensive one was sold at auction in 2020.

RM 056

The RM 056 is an impressive spectacle of innovation. When the watch was first
introduced in 2012, it was sold at a retail price of $1.65. It was immediately recognized
as an iconic timepiece due to its incredible design and innovative technology.

The construction of this watch was unheard of at the time. The RM 056 was the first
timepiece housed in a case made entirely of sapphire crystal. Unsurprisingly, the watch
was awarded the best watch of the Saldn Internacional de Alta Relojeria event held in
Mexico City in 2012.

The entire case, front bezel, back bezel, and even the case band of this watch were
milled from solid blocks of sapphire. This incredible feat of engineering resulted in a
completely transparent watch that makes a strong visual statement.

RM 67-02 Charles Leclerc Prototype

The Richard Mille RM 67-02 is a unique timepiece to celebrate over 20 years of

partnership with race car driver Charles Leclerc, who has helped the brand test several
innovative timepieces. Renowned for being one of the thinnest and lightest Richard
Mille models, the watch has a streamlined appearance without sacrificing elegance and
performance.

The watch is another Richard Mille quest to create a sports watch that adapts perfectly
to the wearer’s wrist, with a symbiosis that makes it possible to wear it for various high-
impact sporting activities without getting in the way. With a total weight of just 32
grams, the RM 67-02 is one of the lightest automatic timepieces designed by this
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watchmaker. One prototype of this watch fetched over $2.2 million at a Christie's
auction in 2021.

RM 27-04

The RM 27-04 is a Rafael Nadal timepiece released in 2020 to mark the 10th anniversary
of the watchmaker’s partnership with the “King of Clay.” Like the earlier watches in the
series, this timepiece was designed to be incredibly lightweight, thanks to the use of the
TitaCarb component in its construction.

The RM 27-04 is powered by an ultra-light movement that weighs just 3.4 grams. The
design of this movement is unique as it appears to have been inspired by the strings of a
tennis racket. The entire watch weighs just 30 grams, including the bracelet.

The unique design of the movement makes it capable of withstanding accelerations of
up to 12,000 gauss. Richard Mille produced only 50 pieces of this limited-edition watch,
and one model sold for $2.52 million at an auction in 2021.

RM 009 Felipe Massa Tourbillon

The launch of the RM 009 Felipe Massa Tourbillon in 2005 marked a turning point in the
horological industry. At a time when heavy watches were considered the standard in the
luxury watch market, Richard Mille went the opposite direction by embarking on a quest
to create the lightest mechanical watch ever made.

The watchmaker’s efforts culminated in the release of the RM 009 Felippe Massa, a
tourbillon timepiece weighing 29 grams without the bracelet. It was the lightest watch
in the world at the time and paved the way for a wave of lightweight watches that
would saturate the watchmaking industry in the following year.

Despite its lightness, this watch is an impressive piece of horological sophistication. It
was made in collaboration with Felippe Massa, one of the world's most successful race
car drivers, after whom the watch was named. Only 25 watches were produced for this
collection, and one example sold for $1.5 million at a Christie’s auction.

RM UP-01

The Richard Mille RM UP-01 Ferrari was a statement piece released by Richard Mille in

2022. A prime example of horology pushed to the extreme, the RM UP-01 is one of the
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thinnest watches ever made. The 1.75mm thick watch held the record for the thinnest
watch in the world for a short while in 2022 after beating the 1.80mm thick Bulgari Octo
Finissimo Ultra released a few months earlier.

The RM UP-01 is unique because it takes a different approach to achieving ultra-
thinness. While other watchmakers deconstruct the traditional watch design by using
the back of the watch case as a baseplate for the movement, Richard Mille has retained
the conventional watch design by using a separate movement inside a case. Given its
incredible design, it’s no surprise that the RM UP-01 is one of the most expensive
Richard Mille watches ever made, with models selling for about $1.4 million in the
secondary market.

RM 027

The RM 027 was designed in 2008 as the first watch in the now-famous Nadal series of
Richard Mille watches. It is the timepiece that kickstarted the watchmaker’s long
partnership with Tennis legend Richard Mille.

Back then, Richard Mille set out on an impossible task of creating a watch that was
lightweight enough to be worn by Athletes on a tennis court. To achieve this, the watch
must be extremely lightweight and shock-resistant.

Five prototypes later, Richard Mille arrived at the RM 028, a unique timepiece crafted
from Carbon TPT. Built with Nadal’s help for the physically demanding world of tennis,
this watch weighs only 20 grams (including the strap).

Rafael Nadal wore an RM 027 when he won his first Grand Slam title in 2010, proving
that the timepiece was durable and lightweight enough not to hinder his performance
on the tennis court. The only surviving original prototype was sold for $1,380,000 in
2022.

RM 022 AM CA

The Richard Mille RM 022 AM CA is a high-end sports watch that combines a unique
construction with innovative materials. It has a casing made by injecting carbon
nanotubes into a black polymer. The result is an exceptionally strong but super
lightweight watch. The casing material is 200 times stronger than steel but feels
incredibly light on the wrist.



The RM 022 has a unique design that draws inspiration from the world of aeronautics.
The dial is made from orthorhombic titanium aluminides, an equally innovative material
tested by NASA in supersonic aircraft thanks to its durability and temperature
resistance. Richard Mille produced only five examples of this watch, and one model was
sold for a whopping $1,179,500 in 2012.

RM 11-03 2018 MclLaren

In 2018, Richard Mille expanded its long-running connection to the car racing world by
releasing the Richard Mille RM 11-03 timepiece. It was the watchmaker’s first jointly

commissioned timepiece with MclLaren unveiled at the Geneva International Motor
Show.

Complicated and sophisticated, this automatic self-winding timepiece was constructed
with a carbon casing interlaced with Quartz TPT, resulting in an extremely resistant and
lightweight watch. The watch's striking and colorful appearance resembles McLaren’s
emblematic colors. The striking color combo includes orange, steel grey, blue, and neon
yellow, making it one of Richard Mille’s most colorful watches.

In addition to the colors, this watch has several other McLaren-inspired elements. The
titanium pushers are shaped like the headlights of the McLaren 720S; the Titanium
inserts are shaped like McLaren F1’s air-intake snorkel, and the titanium crown is
shaped like a lightweight McLaren wheel.

Conclusion

This list shows that Richard Mille watches are not just a display of extravagant wealth.
Each piece is of impressive, uncompromising quality, with several remarkable features
that make them worth their high price tag. They may not have the rich heritage or
legacy of century-old luxury watch brands, but they excel in technical complexity and
design sophistication.
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